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Bernard Palissy
and his followers 
from the XVith century to this day

The most famous of all ceramicists ? Most certainly. But there
is more to it. He remains a great name in French history for
having been a model of perseverance and a passionate searcher
and artist who burnt his furniture in order to reach the
necessary temperature to fire his ceramics : a scene
immortalized for generations in French school books and
narrated by Palissy himself in his “Discours admirables”.

It is first of all, this strong and creative personality that
captured Christine Viennet’s interest and the reason of her
studies of Palissy. His tribute to nature, his enthusiasm and
curiosity, led to the invention of his naturalistic ceramic style
and has marked ceramic history.

In her book, Christine Viennet shows a thorough knowledge
of the works of this multitalented man and of his followers
from the XVIth century to the present days, with 300 pictures
of a stunning collection of plates, vases, ewers… and notably
fine pieces from the XVIth to the XXIst century.

Paul Starosta, a well-known photographer specialized in
nature, give life to this fauna and flora : leaves, lizards and
snakes, give the impression of moving while fish and frogs
look about to jump ! His skill gives another life to clay and
enamels .

Christine Viennet’s artwork, internationally renowned, is
under the spell of Bernard Palissy, although she constantly
recreates and renewes her style. Her fauna are both aquatic
and earthly, moulded and sculptured with richly coloured
enamels.

She has also founded a ceramic museum at the château de
Raissac, Béziers, in Southern France which offers a stunning
collection of Palissy ware and majolica from the XIXth
century.

This book, inspired by her passion for Bernard Palissy, is a
combination of Viennet’s knowledge as a ceramicist and her
eye of passionate collector.

Click here to have a look at the book : Bernard Palissy et ses suiveurs
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