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MAD ABOUT
MAJOLICA

Woriter: Wanda Matthes

Photographer: Andrew Cering

Opposite page: Cats and dogs are represented in majolica
from France and America. Pieces shown include: pitchers,
plates, teapats, marmalade holder. yarn holder and march
striker. This page: French cigarette box of an organ grinder's
monkey by Sarreguemines




When the Enghish centleman, Herbert Minton, mer
the French gentleman, Leon Arnoux, in 1848, Minton
needed a chemist and in Arnoux, he acquired a very
learned one indecd!  Like Minton, Arnoux had grown
up in a family of ceramicisis. Arnoux had  studied
engincering in Paris and potterv in Sevres. He was
alrcady respected in the world of ceramics, Bath
Minton and Arnoux shared an interest in art of the
Renaissance. This included majolica. On a rip 10
France in 1549, Minton discovered green-glazed flowe
pots in Rouen and asked Arnoux to creare glazes of
different colors. Arnoux developed these glizes and
thevy decided 1o call this ceramic “imitation 1!I.Ii'1|il.‘!.'

Minton first lli\}if.i\a'{l these wares at the Great

Exhibition of 18351 Saon the term "imitation majolica”
became know as "Victorian majolica.” During the

next 30 vears, the world of ceramics became
filled with majolica of every shape and
form. I'he primuary themes
tepresented WO hotany,
hartculiure, zoology, ornithology,
marine hiclogy and conchology.
As the second part of the 191h
century proceeded. majolica
continued to develop. Like an
octopus, with the Minton
factory s s Lore,
ecarthenware |a:'--tlu| crs brom
across the world jumped on
the majolica bandwagon
Much of this happenced as
Minton and Arnoux began 1o

share their secrers.

This page: The petite floral fern and fattice vase, one of 2
pair, is English, by W.T. Copeland, circa 1880s.

Opposite page, top: A Minton double putti with shell table
center. Bottom: A whimsical fox nut server by George Jones



I'he mucharevered factory of
Wedgwood emered the majolica
scene o 1860, Then came
George Jones, Joseph Holdorofr,
Brownticld, Brown Westhead &
Moore, Samuel  Lear,  James
Wardle and W 1. Copeland, 1o

lish makers,

name a lew kg

As carly as 1877, American
|Jll”f'll("\ in ll('llfn!ll. Noew [l.'lw{‘\
woere producing majolica.
Griffen, Smith & Hill "Erruscan
Iil:lillll'(.i" 113 considered the

“Kingpin” of American majolica.
Thev began production in  the
Phoenixville, Pennsvivania, in
the 1850s. Other well-known
American e s include
Furcka, James Carr amd George
Morley, A lnge percentage ol
American majolica was
. ..
unmarked and is idennbied Dy
commaon characteristics as well as
through chards from potren
wiste piles,

France, Germany, Austria and
other countries on the Continem
were represented by Choisy e
Roi, Sarregucemines, St. Clement,
Orchies, Poct-Laval, Villerov and
Boch, Eichwald and Hugo
Lonitz. These protiery tuTllimlti(w
amed other unidentfied makers
produced volumes of majolica,
much of which is of veryv high
(|N.’I]H\.

Collectors of majolica have
many choices on which 1o focus
their collections, Some collectors
choose 1o focus on color: \qu.e M
cobalt or browns and vellows, o1
even green, while others choose

a theme.
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Collectors of majolic:
have many choices on
which to locus their

collections.

Shells are a popular theme. Laree ocean waves, seaweed,
fish and Frirascan shells are common patterns found on
plates and platters. Also popular are ovsier plates by Minton
and the French manufactory, Longchamp. Another favorite
theme is monkevs, represented in Wedawood plates. Andd
who does not love dogs? An American plate is known as the
dog and dog house, Whale collections are also focused on
corn. Corn platters, pitchers, vases, Victoran hands holding
corn, ctc, are all verv desivable in vellow and brown themes.
Some coliectors build thenr collections on leives, as inoan
Erruscan oak leaf and acorn bowl, Begonia leaves fit well in
this arca. A weapot known as the Isle of Man is a three-
legged figure  made by Holdoroft. Hanging plates and
plaques with contain patterns tanging from hunting scenes
to apple blossoms by George Jones Creations.

Fish have long been portraved in majolica as well as othey
carthenware, A stick stand or umbrelln stand  man
represents the Palissy sivle named tor Frenchman Bernard
Palissy.

Smoking items such as humudors and match strikers

represent another collection area, One might sce a cigaretie

This page, top: This petite "blue tit” bird on oak leafl is by Minton. Botzom: The
tiny ivy and berry vase is by the English maker Brownficld Opposite page: This
classical urn with maidens and rams is by Hugo Lonitz of Germany.
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This page, bottom: From canines to wild fowl, animals are among the
mast common recurring themes Opposite page: The Palissy-style fish

box 1 the torm of a piano being plaved by o very
N |

whimsical monkev, In rare cases, these can be found

with a lid and an urn atop. Thev were made by the
Sanreguemines factory of France,

Minton made a table center of classical putties
i

holding & shell, probably meant to serve sweet meat,

A tnv blue bird-on-a-leaf box by Minton was

umbrella stand or stick stand is | 9th-century frem Portugal. Bottom:
Austrian charger

designed to hold nuts or irinkets,

George  Jones made nut servers with  birds,

squirrels and a siv fox with a very bushy ail.

IF'he Victorian cook made good use ol the game
pic dish. This one would have baked a fine fowl o1
mavbe a rabbit. This cobalt beaury was madce by the
English Brownficld pottery,

Animals of almost every Kind were represented in
majolica. Here we have picces from France, Austria,
Germamy and America. These examples include
pitchers, teapots, marmalade servers, match strikers,
trinket travs, a bank and plates for serving hread

What gives majolica its “shine®" Majolica s sofi
Porots carthenware which s molded, then fived 1o
the biscuit stage. An opague base glaze of tin or lead
is then applied. 1t is then hand-painted with a

metallic-oxide glaze. 1he picce is then fived a second

time, resulting in the anslucent, silky brilhance

which we identily as "majolica.”

”:r.‘”r.'ru !

Matthes o an expert in majolica. She sells heq
freces throweh Snidey Plica Antiqgie \'hr-;-'l_

6929 Smider Plaza, Dallas, 75205 214.373.0522






