COLLECTOR’S CORNER
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he distinctive colorful enamelware known as majolica has

enjoyed a4 storied history that spans both centuries and

continents, [he '.|'|I|:H'I. hued pOTLEry 15 linked to HLI:'. lania,

where the people began applying tinenamel glaze vo fired earthenware,

The sechnigue was adapred and wsed exvensively by 14th-century
Hispano-Morcsque artisans, who shipped their wares to Iraly from
the port of Majorea, Spain, This historic island inspired the name
rraiedica, which is inverchangeable with the more commonly used
eI s feired.,

Evenrually the skill spread thronghour Europe. French ceramic
artist Bernard Palissy created marvelous and highly collectable
designs, called "I"_’I|I15.'|“‘1IL " inspired by marine life, In 1849,
Herbert Minton joined forces with famed French ceramic chemist
!.LL.III. Arnaux oo rejuvenale |'I'I.l|l:J]|i..'I !l-IH use in ].Hi,|:.‘.|'| i,nnh_n:. HY
flowerpots, urns, and fountains,

These items were beautiful and durable w be sure, bur it
wasn't long before Victorians clamored for majolica that could
be used indoors as well. Poreeries large and small began wrning

out mtricately detailed examples that featured charming ¢lements
of wildlife and namee. The pll:Ll:s. were almost alw %5 rL:!n:ELrui in
e five colors—antimony yellow, iron red, and copper green, with cobalt
= o/ blue and manganese |11|1|1J4. wsed mainly for outlining. Though many
were functional for serving, the most popular were those valued purely
for aesthetic reasons. For consumers long accustomed o the oft-used whire
tronstone, terra-cotta, and blue and white china, this splashy alternative was
enthusiastically received,
By the turn of the 20th century, consumers’ tastes had changed, and the prismatic
pileces fell out of favor uneil the 19705 when 2 renatssance of sorts n'..11'1|'|-1||[¢.-:i majolica
onto collectors” must-have hists. Today, many fime though pricey examples are available
in antigques shops across the globe. Here they awair eager buyers who will take them
home, where their beanty will be showeased on bookshelves and buffets, bringing
splashes of color and Old-World enchantment wherever they are displayed. fa
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